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Hello - School's out!! Well, almost. I can hardly believe it's almost over! This will be my last newsletter for this school year. I will start sending it out again in August. If you haven't had time to read all of the articles you were interested in, maybe you will have some time this summer! You will find archived Career Advisors on this link. http://www.okcareertech.org/cac/Pages/guidance/CounselorNewsletter/index.htm 

Have a great summer! Tommi
· Very important: When school is out, be sure to send etranscripts to your local technology center for those students planning on attending the tech center next year. This will help tech center counselors make sure students are enrolled in the correct career major. Thanks for your help with this.
· There are currently 305 Oklahoma high schools signed up for etranscripts. If you are not yet signed up, contact Alicia McCullar at the OSRHE.   amccullar@osrhe.edu 
What do you know about WorkKeys?? You may be familiar with WorkKeys as an alternate test for certain EOIs. WorkKeys assessments are part of a bigger picture called the Career Readiness Certificate (CRC). The CRC consists of three WorkKeys assessments: Locating Information, Reading for Information and Applied Math.  WorkKeys helps ensure that individuals are ready for work and for life. If students are going to be adequately prepared for the workforce, they need to understand the requirements for jobs they are considering. WorkKeys test questions are based on situations in the everyday work world and help student compare their skills to the skills real jobs require. For more information, go to www.okworkkeys.org  or contact Susan Kuzmic, CRC Project Specialist at skuzm@okcareertech.org  or 405.809.3582
Although this is long, I feel sure that all counselors and administrators should read and discuss it. Tommi

· Schools Get Federal Guidance on Sexual Violence - 
http://e-news.edweek.org/ct/11067575:13495718169:m:3:219565914:8B26F7287662B4BA4198F237E3181ECD
(April 4, 2011, Education Week)
This is the best article I've read about a topic in which we all have an interest…

Common core likely an improvement, but challenges remain
In New York, 100 schools already have begun adhering to the common core -- curriculum standards expected to be in place in 42 states and the District of Columbia by 2014. Overall, the standards are believed to encourage deeper thought among students, and more emphasis on persuasion and analysis. However, questions remain concerning the implementation of the new standards, including how much oversight will be given to ensure they are followed. The New York Times (tiered subscription model) 
· Here's a good article on remediation and Higher Ed:

http://www.ewa.org/site/PageServer?pagename=resources_highered_remediation
· Did you know?? 
CTE data

The entry wage of CareerTech graduates is about 15% higher than high school graduates.
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The Complete Educator’s Guide to Using Skype Effectively in the Classroom - from the CareerTech Testing Blog.
Summer Mental Health First Aid Workshop
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) aims to provide knowledge and skills to potentially prevent a mental health emergency through early intervention and also how to navigate through such an emergency if one occurs.

There will be a Summer Mental Health First Aid workshop at Meridian Technology Center in Stillwater.  The dates are June 7-8, 2011.  The first day (June 7) will start at 10:00 and go until 4:00.  Lunch, refreshments and materials provided.  The second day (June 8)  will start at 9:00 and go until 3:00.  Breakfast, lunch, materials, and refreshments provided.   LPC (12) and staff development points will be offered.  Information on hotels will be sent to the participants at a later date, along with more detailed agenda information.  There is a registration cost of $40 for materials and food.

We have four nationally certified trainers that will be delivering the training.  These trainers are:
Debra Booth, Counselor, Canadian Valley Technology Center
Polly Bredy, Counselor, Caddo-Kiowa Technology Center
Peggy Castleberry, Counselor, Canadian Valley Technology Center
Karen Koehn, Counselor, Northwest Technology Center

THERE WILL BE NO ONSITE REGISTRATION. You may email the registration form back to Linda Houck lhouc@okcareertech.org  or you may call Linda and give her the information over the phone (405) 743-5157.
· Can Career and Technology Education Reduce the Cost of Dropping Out? - a great read from the CareerTech Testing Blog - This has a really good graphic on dropping out.
Helping parents of bullied students - from ASCD Smartbrief
When bullying hits home, parents often look to schools for support. In a recent ASCD Express article, experts Allan Beane and Michelle Law offer tips teachers can share with parents to help keep their kids safe while an incidence of bullying is being investigated. Learn more
	

	


· This Day: Taking a Snapshot at Today in History - from the CareerTech Testing Blog
This website, created by Nikon, is an attractively designed look into historical events that happened in the past on the day you visit the site. This Day is a cool site. Share it with your social studies teachers.

And just for you… 
A sign on a counselor's door…
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If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.




















Sometimes I think I understand students…


Then I regain consciousness.











