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Hello - We have finished our GuidanceFest for 2011. We had a great time meeting counselors from across the state! Here are some quotes from counselors who attended GuidanceFest:
"A very informative morning. It was certainly worth revamping my calendar to come--"

"Very good conference. This is the first time I have attended. I will definitely return."
"Worth my time…"

"Good day of training."
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We are sorry if we missed you at GuidanceFest. Please let me know of you have suggestions for helping more counselors be able to attend. Presentations for this year's sessions are located at: http://www.okcareertech.org/techprep/guidancefest.htm 
We hope to see you next year! Have a great holiday season! Tommi
· IT'S BACK SO SAVE THE DATE!! - The Counselors Only Conference 

will be held on March 5, 2012, at the Magneson Hotel (formerly the Clarion)

in Oklahoma City. More details later. See you there!!!
· Newly Revised and Expanded Business and Industry Recognized Endorsements
Students who have attained an ODCTE approved business and industry recognized endorsement will now have that credential transcripted on their high school transcript. Senate Bill 497 states: "Beginning with students who enter the 9th grade in 2008-2009 school year, school districts shall report the student's performance level.....on end of instructions tests and any business and industry-recognized endorsements attained on the high school transcript." (my emphasis)

These Business and Industry-Recognized Endorsements have been approved by the OK Department of Career and Technology Education using the following criteria: 1) rigorous, 2) standardized, 3) independently graded, 4) knowledge-based, 5) administered on a multi-state or international level, and 6) covers a program of study (not individual course).

The technology center will notify their partner school when a student has attained this credential. The partner school will then put it on the student's transcript. You can find this list at:
www.okcareertech.org/cac/Pages/guidance/B%20&%20I%20Endorse%20List%202011%20Ver%202%20by%20alpha.pdf
· December Mental Health First Aid Workshop
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) aims to provide knowledge and skills to potentially prevent a mental health emergency through early intervention and also how to navigate through such an emergency if one occurs. There will be a December Mental Health First Aid workshop at the Oklahoma Dept. of CareerTech, Stillwater. The dates are December 7-8, 2011. Dec. 7th will be 10:00 a.m.-4:00pm with refreshments and materials provided. On Dec. 8th, breakfast will be at 8:30 and the workshop will be 9:00am - 3:00pm. Breakfast, lunch, materials, and refreshments provided. Information on hotels will be sent to the participants at a later date, along with more detailed agenda information. There is a registration cost of $45 for materials and food. 12 LPC points will be available for this training.

Four nationally certified trainers that will be delivering the training.  These trainers are:
Debra Booth, Counselor, Canadian Valley Technology Center
Polly Bredy, Counselor, Caddo-Kiowa Technology Center
Peggy Castleberry, Counselor, Canadian Valley Technology Center
Karen Koehn, Counselor, Northwest Technology Center

There will be no onsite registration.  For detailed information and a registration form, contact Linda Houck,  lhouc@okcareertech.org or call (405) 743.5157.

· The SDE also announced their future plans for the Encyclo-Media conference:
The Oklahoma Technology Association will assume the role of the lead sponsoring organization for Encyclo-media beginning with its 2011-2012 Conference. Encyclo-media will be combined with the OTA Annual Conference on February 7-8, 2012, at the Cox Business Center in Oklahoma City. Thereafter, Encyclo-Media will be held in the Fall beginning in 2012.The call for presentations is currently available online, and online registration information will be forthcoming at the OTA website: www.oktech.org
"The kids want to talk to their counselors..." - from the School Counselor Blog
Rachel Simmons was interviewed on Anderson Cooper 360 about bullying. This clip talks about solutions to bullying. Rachel Simmons advocates for school counselors as being a solution and what students want!

Free app aims to teach students about safe use of social media
A new mobile app developed by Carnegie Mellon University's Information Networking Institute and the nonprofit group Web Wise Kids aims to keep students safe while using social media in a school setting. The free app, BeSeen, uses a video-game format to simulate common social-networking situations, challenging students to address issues such as bullying and online privacy protection. The app is available today for Apple products and will be released for Android devices in December. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Experts weigh in on curbing cyberbullying among students - from ASCD SmartBrief
The anonymity of the Internet may entice cyberbullies, but it also can allow students to more easily report online bullying without being identified, panelists said at a recent town hall event. One panelist recommended teachers create separate Facebook profiles: one for their personal lives and one for school, where they can easily monitor potential cyberbullying among students. Education Week/Digital Education blog 
· IDroo: An Online Educational Whiteboard - from the CareerTech Testing Blog
 IDroo which is an online educational multiuser whiteboard that is free for non-commercial use. One of its best features is that it can be used with Skype as well!
35 sites for iPads in the Classroom Resources - Apps in Education

Here is a fantastic list of 35 sites you can use when using the iPad in a classroom. The list was compiled by Julie Greller a Media Specialist  with over 20 years experience. She has found some really clever sites with lots of ideas for using the iPad in the classroom. This would make for some light weekend reading. Enjoy!

http://mediaspecialistsguide.blogspot.com/2011/10/38-sites-on-using-ipads-in-classroom.html#.Tqta02BveLG
Okla. district uses mobile app to connect with students, parents - from ASCD SmartBrief
The Norman School District in Oklahoma has introduced its own mobile application for both iPhone and Android devices. The free app, which includes Spanish translation, will push messages from the district, plus individual schools, and will provide information from school-lunch menus to a portal for checking students' grades. The Oklahoman (Oklahoma City) 
And just for you… 
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If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.
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Quick-thinking children:


Teacher: Why are you late?


Student: Class started before I got here.


***


Teacher: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor?


John: You told me to do it without using tables.

















