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[image: image3.jpg]“I talked to my guidance counselor today. She said, ‘Whatever will be, will be!’”




Changes, changes and more changes!  We have a change here in the Career and Academic Connections (CAC) division at the ODCTE. After 5 years of being our OKCIS guru, Natalie Gay is moving. We are sorry to see her go but wish her the best. Levi Valdois, a former MS history teacher from Derby, KS, will take over Natalie’s work with OKCIS on February 22nd.  Levi, an OSU graduate with extensive knowledge in technology, will work with Jo Kahn to make sure OKCIS users get the same great customer service to which they are accustomed! You can contact Levi at 405-743-5573 or lvald@okcareertech.org  Welcome aboard, Levi! Tommi

· Changes in Staff at Regents and SDE
· Many of you have worked with Sandy Decker on etranscripts. In January, Sandy retired. We will miss her. Alicia McCullar is the new Student Portal Coordinator (for etranscripts) at the OSRHE. If you are interested in signing up for etranscripts for your school (it’s free!), contact Alicia at 405-225-9190 or amccullar@osrhe.edu  
· Natasha Roberts is the new Student Portal Administrator for the OKCollegestart.org website (new position). If you have any questions about OKCollegestart.org, contact Natasha at 405-225-9324 or nroberts@osrhe.edu  
· Lisa Nelson is the new Field Coordinator for Student Preparation for EPAS at the OSRHE (formerly held by Cari Lousch). If you have questions about EPAS or the Counselor Retreats, contact Lisa at 582-614-1328 or lnelson@osrhe.edu 
· J.C. Smith, the Counseling Coordinator at the State Dept. of Ed., retired in January. We haven’t heard anything about his replacement yet.
· At this time the spring 2011 Counselors Only Conference has not been scheduled. 
How do counselors affect the school environment?
A study last year found that 20% of elementary-school students have a mental disorder, but there's a significant shortage of counselors in the country's schools, education blogger Valerie Strauss writes in this post. Most states do not require schools to have mental-health professionals on staff, but Strauss points to another study that shows students in schools with strong school-counseling programs have higher test scores. Also, teachers in those schools report more peaceful school environments. The Washington Post/The Answer Sheet blog (1/12)
· Check out State Superintendent Janet Barresi’s weekly video at http://www.sde.state.ok.us  

EOI Course Projects
At GuidanceFest, we had questions from the comprehensive school counselors about ACE End of Course Projects. These were approved by the State Board of Education at their regular December meeting for Algebra I and English II. Several resources have now been placed on the ACE Resources Page of the SDE web site. These resources include: Frequently Asked Questions and Answers, Forms, Requirements, and Sample Projects with Sample Project Coordinator Guides for Algebra I and English II. The confidential Algebra I and English II projects will be available by the end of January on the School District Reporting Site. A video conference will be held on February 15, 2011, 1:30-3:30. This videoconference will be dedicated to the details of implementing the End of Course Projects. Participants may attend at any of the 10 videoconference sites. Registration is available online through the videoconference page of the State Department of Education web site. 
(Source: High School Reform and Redesign Listserve, Kerri White, SDE)
Five myths about bullying – from schoolcounselor.com

 "From schoolyards to workplaces and now to cyberspace as well, it seems that bullies are everywhere. New efforts to stop them and to help victims cope - such as the 'It Gets Better' campaign - are gaining attention and popularity, but are they the best ways to protect kids and others from the worst forms of bullying? For them to have a fighting chance, let's first dispense with a few popular fallacies about getting picked on in America."

· Did you know?? CTE data

There are 29 Technology Center Districts with 57 campuses serving 72 counties in Oklahoma.

And just for you… 

YouTube Leanback (Free) - Searching for videos on YouTube can get tedious. You don't always know what to search for. Even when you do, you might not find anything worthwhile. After all, there is plenty of inane content on the site. Do you wish you could channel surf through YouTube like a TV? Then Leanback is the answer. It automatically finds videos it thinks will interest you. You can go back and forth between videos or choose new categories. Just use the arrow keys on your keyboard. Note: YouTube screens the videos that appear in Leanback for offensive content. However, you may encounter colorful language from time to time. From SchoolCounselor.com  Source: Komando.com
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If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.














�











