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Hello - We just held our first GuidanceFest meeting for 2011 at Canadian Valley Tech Center in Yukon. It was terrific! 60+ counselors attended and we had a great time sharing and learning from each other. Take a moment and make plans to attend the GuidanceFest nearest you. We look forward to seeing you. Tommi
Register for the GuidanceFest 2011 nearest you:  http://www.okcareertech.org/techprep/guidancefest.htm 
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November 1, 2011 – Caddo Kiowa Technology Center, Ft. Cobb 
November 3, 2011 – Northwest Technology Center, Alva 
November 9, 2011 – Kiamichi Technology Center, McAlester 
November 17, 2011 – Northeast Technology Center, Claremore
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· Something you might want to pass on to students: At a recent Work Force Conference, we were told that some employers are finding out during interviews what kind of car the perspective employee drives and someone is walking by the car and checking it for neatness. It reflects on how organized the person might be in the work place. It could have an effect on hiring the person. Just a thought… Tommi
· Last month I told you I would give you updated information about Melissa White, the new Executive Director of Counseling/ACE at the SDE. Melissa's new phone number is 405-521-3549. Her email is Melissa_White@sde.ok.state.us  - Tommi
· News from Alicia McCullar, Student Portal Coordinator of Okcollegestart.org: OSRHE has a new Scholarship Corner, located on Okcollegestart.org under the tab for Educators. Just select Scholarships and Financial Aid to find scholarships listed by the month they are due. Link your Counselor Corner to your website to provide students with scholarship information. Counselors are encouraged to share additional scholarship information. Alicia will research it and include it on the list. People that "LIKE" Okcollegestart.org on Facebook will also receive important college and high school related updates. If you have any questions, contact Alicia McCullar amccullar@osrhe.edu 405-225-9190 http://www.okcollegestart.org/For_Educators/Scholarships_and_Financial_Aid_News.aspx 
· FOR TEACHERS: A DOZEN QUESTIONS ON DIVERSITY - Issues of difference and racial inclusion need not present a daunting challenge or a subject where teachers seem to walk on egg shells. There are many free resources on this site to further aid teachers in developing diversity goals and activities. http://racebridgesforschools.com/emailer/2011-12Mailing/sept30-2011.htm
Drop It [To Me] Like It's Hot - from School Counselor Blog
While planning my career interest inventory implementation, I realized I needed a back-up plan for printing...I was planning to have students print their career inventory results, but I wanted to have a back-up plan in case the printers weren't working. This happens a lot at my school... so I wanted to be prepared. I went in search of a fast and easy way for students to send me files. Students at my school do not have school email so I needed a solution that would not require email. (To see the rest of this article click on the link above.)

· Mike Rowe, of the Discovery TV shows "The Deadliest Catch" and "Dirty Jobs," testified before the U.S. Senate in support for Tech Ed training. This would be great to share with students, parents, school administrators, and influential politicians involved with education. http://dsc.discovery.com/fansites/dirtyjobs/mike-rowe-senate-testimony.html 
Report: PreK-12 is driving growth in online learning - from SmartBrief
Electronic learning in the country's preK-12 schools is growing at a faster rate than e-learning in other sectors, according to a report from the research firm Ambient Insight that shows schools will spend $4.9 billion on "self-paced" learning tools by 2015. The growth is largely the result of an increase in virtual schools and tight school budgets that left many searching for more affordable learning options. The percentage of preK-12 students attending physical classrooms is expected to drop by 4.2% by 2015 as more students begin learning online. T.H.E. Journal
· Seven tips for writing your college essay
High school seniors across the world are now embarking on the daunting yet exciting task of writing the all-important college essays. For many, this is the first time they have ever had to write a personal statement..(follow this link for more information.)
	

	


· Did you know?? 
CTE data - Nearly 71,000 Oklahoma students learned important leadership skills as members of CareerTech student organizations - FFA, FCCLA, SkillsUSA, TSA, BPA, HOSA and DECA.
And just for you…The courage of the young man in this video is amazing. Please take a moment and watch it. You'll want to share…Tommi
http://www.break.com/index/iraqi-orphan-leaves-judges-in-tears-2127180 
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Topics include:


Legislative Update


CareerTech Is College Ready


UEP Overview (counselor data)


How Counselors Impact Student Achievement


Counselor Resources


Break-out sessions


Door prizes





If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.
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