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Hello - Please set aside time to attend GuidanceFest this year. With school budgets getting tighter, counselors are often the ones asked to take on more duties (teaching) and are often not replaced when someone retires.  At GuidanceFest you will learn how to use data to show your administration the importance of the counselor to student achievement. Besides that, it's fun! If you have a tie-dyed 
t-shirt, wear it! We'll see you there!    Tommi
Register for the GuidanceFest 2011 nearest you:  http://www.okcareertech.org/techprep/guidancefest.htm 
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October 26, 2011 – Canadian Valley Center, Yukon- Cowan/Czech Hall Campus 
November 1, 2011 – Caddo Kiowa Technology Center, Ft. Cobb 
November 3, 2011 – Northwest Technology Center, Alva 
November 9, 2011 – Kiamichi Technology Center, McAlester 
November 17, 2011 – Northeast Technology Center, Claremore
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· Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Counselor Conference - November 7, 2011 
A Professional Development experience to empower our school counselors with the tools and resources needed to successfully assist students in STEM. For more detailed information and registration:   http://ce.ceat.okstate.edu/pltw/pltw4.asp 
· The new Executive Director of Counseling/ACE at the OK State Dept. of Ed is Melissa White.  You can reach Melissa via email at Melissa_White@sde.state.ok.us. Temporarily, you can also reach her by phone at (405) 521-4514. (When Melissa's permanent phone is established, we will let you know.)  Melissa will be your primary contact at the SDE for questions related to ACE, Graduation Requirements, and Guidance Programs in your district.
· "48 Hours" shares what a bullied life looks like CBS News - Sep 17, 2011 
As a new school year gets under way, parents, educators and officials are taking a very close look at bullying.
· More college officials learn about applicants from Facebook USA Today  - Sep 21, 2011 
The number of college admissions officials using Facebook to learn more about an applicant has quadrupled in the past year, underscoring the effect social media ...

· You may want to share this article with those people in your school in charge of reading improvement.  If something as simple as this can have such great results, everyone should use it. Tommi
How a checklist can help improve reading interventions - from ASCD SmartBrief
Reading teacher Robert Ruth developed a checklist for teaching decoding skills to students who struggle with reading. Inspired by a technique used in hospital intensive care units, the checklist was used last year in Ruth's school, enabling reading tutors and teachers to assess student proficiency in such skills without relying on the memory and judgment of individual educators. The use of the checklist led to significant improvements in reading proficiency and motivation among the students, Ruth said. Education Week Teacher (premium article access compliments of EdWeek.org)
	

	


· Did you know?? 
CTE data - Half of Oklahoma high school students were enrolled in CareerTech classes last year both at the tech centers and in the high schools.
Looking for a Way to Study at Any Time or Place? Try StudyBoost - from the CareerTech Testing Blog
Study Boost is a web-based study tool that allows students to create a batch of study question and then quiz themselves at any place or time by using a standard SMS or IM application on their mobile device. In addition, using simple text phrases such as next or repeat allows the user to interact with the questions easily from their mobile device. Teachers can also create question sets for their students and all questions can be shared with a student's peers. What a great way to complement instruction and increase retention. All by using a simple cell phone to study any subject, at any time or any place!
Ohio law calls for retesting of teachers who work in struggling schools - from ASCD SmartBrief
A new law in Ohio would require math and English teachers in the lowest-performing schools to retake the state's teacher-licensure exams beginning as soon as next school year. Those who pass the tests would be exempt from taking them for three years, while those who fail could be fired by their school districts. "The whole purpose here is to help our most persistently struggling schools by working to provide the best instructors possible," state education spokesman Patrick Galloway said. However, others argue that the law is punishing 7,000 teachers who work in the neediest schools. 
U.S. News & World Report/High School Notes blog
And just for you…be sure to do this - it's fun! Tommi
Be Creative...Draw a Stickman - from the CareerTech Testing Blog
Draw a stickman and watch him come to life. Check it out: http://www.drawastickman.com/
(Customize the message that appears at the end of the adventure. Then share it with your friends!)
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Topics include:


Legislative Update


CareerTech Is College Ready


UEP Overview (counselor data)


How Counselors Impact Student Achievement


Counselor Resources


Break-out sessions


Door prizes





If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.
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Time: 8:45-12:45





You might be in education if...


You want to slap the next person who says "must be nice to work 8:30-3:00 and have the summers free."


You can tell it's a full moon without looking outside.


You laugh uncontrollably when people refer to the staff room as the "lounge."


You believe chocolate is a food group.


You find the humor in other people's stupidity.


You believe "shallow gene pool" should have its own box on the report card.

















