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Hello!   Let me tell you a little about GuidanceFest 2010. GuidanceFest is a professional development day for high school and middle school counselors. Technology Center counselors are working to bring together their partner school counselors. If you are not a member of a technology center district, you, too, are welcome. We will be presenting on a variety of topics including: a legislative update, ACE, e-transcripts, plans of study, scheduling, academic materials, special needs, alternative tests, remediation, college/degree completion and an AP update. We will also have a panel of counselors who will share some of their best practices. We conclude with door prizes. Following the presentation by us, the technology centers will network with their counselors to discuss ideas/activities that are unique to them. So please choose which GuidanceFest is convenient for you and make plans to attend.  We always have a lot of fun and we hope to see you there.  Tommi
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October 27, 2010
Tulsa Technology Center, Tulsa 


November 3, 2010
Western Technology Center, Burns Flat, 


November 9, 2010
Northwest Technology Center, Fairview


November 10, 2010
Moore Norman Technology Center, South Penn 


November 18, 2010
Pontotoc Technology Center, Ada


December 14, 2010
Kiamichi Technology Center, Talihina
Register here: http://www.okcareertech.org/techprep/guidancefest.htm
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E-transcript update: Did you know that you can save your school money by signing up for e-transcripts? In a recent study done by the Texas Education Agency, sending transcripts the traditional way (counselor’s time downloading, printing, signing, mailing, etc.) costs schools approximately $8 per transcript. Electronic transcripts can be sent in just minutes with no paper/mailing costs! That means you can send transcripts to colleges and technology centers across Oklahoma and save yourself time to do some of your many other tasks! 271 high schools in Oklahoma are already signed up. All of the universities/colleges in OK (with the exception of one) are receiving e-transcripts. 25 of 29 technology centers also receive e-transcripts for students who are attending there. That means there are 81 destinations (receivers) for the transcripts, including OKPromise and NCAA. And the great part is it costs your school NOTHING! Set-up and training can be done in 15 minutes or less. If you haven’t signed up yet, contact Sandy Decker, Student Portal Coordinator, OSRHE, at sdecker@osrhe.edu or 580-775-3705. Don’t delay---it’s the best thing you’ll do for yourself this year! 
· There are some excellent ideas on this site that you will want to share with your teachers: Top 20 Back-to-School Resources – SchoolCounselor.com  http://www.nea.org/tools/13490.htm
· This is a link to all the courses FACSEd instructors are approved to teach. Course descriptions, grade levels, OCAS Codes, and additional information will help you work with your FACSEd department to help students discover success.
https://icat.okcareertech.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/OKCT.woa/wa/room?id=N1BIs 
· Here’s something to share with your teachers from SmartBrief.com:

Teacher website combines social networking and lesson planning (click for more info)
A former teacher has developed a website that allows teachers to form networks and share ideas and lesson plans. Alex Grodd, a Teach for America graduate, created www.BetterLesson.com  -- which is accessible to teachers all over the world -- as a resource for those looking for new ideas on specific curriculum topics.
From the CareerTech Testing blog:
You Don't Have to Be an Einstein to Learn the Periodic Table of Elements   [image: image8.jpg]



“Where were these guys when I was in high school and college? The University of Nottingham has created a couple of resources that will help any STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) instructor. First, The Periodic Table of Videos  is definitely a modern version of the table as they provide a short video about all 118 elements. They also state that this is just the beginning as they are updating all the videos with new stories, better samples and bigger experiments. They are also making additional films that involve other areas of chemistry as well as being a source of news involving chemistry and adventures away from their lab. I really enjoyed watching the extra videos and they are a great way to learn about science. If the Periodic Table of Videos weren't enough, they have also created Sixty Symbols, which are videos about the symbols used in physics and astronomy. They also have a link at the bottom of the page where they are in the process of adding sixty more symbols. You might also check out TestTube by Nottingham Science City. They provide videos that give you a behind the scenes look into the world of science “

To sign up for the CareerTech Testing blog, follow this link: http://careertechtesting.blogspot.com/
And just for you… 
Here’s a link to a cute article from ASCD SmartBrief that you and your teachers will enjoy. It takes me back…

http://edge.ascd.org/_A-Teachers-Field-Guide-to-Parents/blog/2556851/127586.html 
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If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.








Parents can be very upset when their children don’t get into the college of their choice. An admissions counselor for a state university took a call from an irate mother who was demanding to know why her daughter had been turned down. 





Avoiding any mention of the transcript full of “Ds”, the counselor explained that the daughter just wasn’t as “competitive” as the admitted class. 





“Why doesn’t she try another school for a year and then transfer?” she suggested.





 “Another school!” exclaimed the mother. “Have you seen her grades??!”
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