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This will be the last edition of this newsletter for this school year. My next newsletter will arrive in August. If you are changing schools, please send me your new email address. I hope you have a safe and restful summer. See you in August!!    Tommi

A great new opportunity is available to all high school counselors in our state. The Oklahoma Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) has a website for students, parents and counselors called OKcollegestart.org. This website has tons of information about colleges/universities, financial aid, and applications/transcripts. The transcript exchange is what I want to inform you about today. I mentioned the transcript exchange between high schools and colleges or technology centers in my newsletter last month. Students can log on and fill out applications to Oklahoma colleges and universities and notify their Counselor to send an accompanying official transcript. This will be a HUGE time saver for you! First of all, it’s FREE to all Oklahoma high schools and in this economy, who doesn’t appreciate that! There are also advantages in transcripts not being lost, no additional equipment is needed, and you can track when transcripts are received!  Bonus: It’s EASY to do!  If you are interested in signing up for this, contact Sandy Decker, OSRHE, 405-225-9190 or sdecker@OSRHE.edu 

Here’s the website: www.OKcollegestart.org
Also…it will save you even more time when you can send transcripts electronically to your local technology center! Think of the advantage of being able to send transcripts to the technology center in May or June (right after final transcripts are sent out for seniors-right?!) Now printing, copying, signing/sealing and mailing those transcripts to tech centers won’t be looming over your head in August! And technology center counselors will have the opportunity to check over transcripts and make sure students are enrolled in the correct tech center classes much earlier so that student’s shouldn’t have to change classes after school starts. However, you will NOT be able to send transcripts to other high schools, only technology centers and colleges. If you have any questions, contact me at tleac@okcareertech.org or 405-743-5524. You may also contact Sandy Decker at the OSRHE at sdecker@OSRHE.edu or 405-225-9190 if you have questions or are interested in signing up to receive the training for OKcollegestart.org. The training is easy and the results will be well worth your time. As a high school counselor, I would have JUMPED at a chance like this. I’m sure you will too! 
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“You have six students who want to talk about careers,
and three teachers who want to talk about changing their careers.”




The Career and Academic Connections (CAC) staff member that I would like to introduce you to this month is Kahle Goff, our Disabilities Services Specialist. Kahle coordinates and provides services that enhance opportunities for members of special populations to fully participate in career and technical education. His duties include IEP and transition services, Section 504, ADA or IDEA-B issues, Tech-Now grants, and assessment information. He is an additional source for any questions on special needs. Kahle’s email and phone number are: kgoff@okcareertech.org    405-743-5138
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Occasionally I check out other states’ websites to see what they are doing. I found the following links on the Illinois School Counseling website. The website itself has several useful links to power points (bullying, cliques, etc.) and pdf documents that may be useful to you.    http://www.ilschoolcounselor.org/usefullinks.cfm

For  Middle School counselors: http://mis.spps.org/counselors/
   http://www.middleschool.net/ For Teachers By Teachers
For everyone:
http://www.khake.com/page94.html Career Curriculum and great links for careers of all types
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Guiding students...together.





Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education





The Career Advisor











If you know someone who is not receiving this email and would like to, or if you have questions or comments, please contact me:





Tommi Leach


Career & Academic Advisement Specialist


Oklahoma Department of CareerTech 


1500 W. 7th Ave.


Stillwater, OK 74074


tleac@okcareertech.org


405-743-5524


If you don’t wish to receive this email in the future, please email me at the above address.








Check out the following link to our CAC website for great resources,


lesson plans, materials, soft skills for job seekers, plus much more:


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.okcareertech.org/cac/Pages/resources_products/resources.htm" ��http://www.okcareertech.org/cac/Pages/resources_products/resources.htm�








