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New Second Income Limit Delayed One Year

· REVISED 2007 LEGISLATION

· Students must still enroll in the 8th, 9th or 10th grade at $50,000 or less

· Family income at time of HS graduation cannot exceed $100,000

· Affects students using the scholarship for the first time in the Fall 2010
· Primarily 2010 graduates and thereafter

· Could affect 2009 graduates who delay starting college

College GPA Changes Also Delayed One Year

· REVISED 2007 LEGISLATION

· Minimum college GPA of 2.0 for courses taken through the college sophomore year

· Minimum college GPA of 2.5 for courses taken during the college junior year and thereafter

· Affects students using the scholarship for the first time in the Fall 2010
Adopted Students – Expanded Income Eligibility

· Applies only to students adopted while:

· in the permanent custody of Oklahoma DHS; or
· in the court-ordered custody of a licensed, private, non-profit child-placing agency; or

· in the court-ordered custody of a federally recognized Indian tribe.
· No income verification (Proof of legal adoption required)

· 2nd income limit levels for adopted students

· Students adopted between birth and age 12 - $150,000
· Students adopted between ages 13-17 - $200,000
Students in the Military – Exception to Starting College Within 3 Years

· Current requirement:  all students must begin college within 3 years of HS graduation

· New option:  Students who are unable to start college within the 3-year time limit due to active military service may receive an extension to this limit

· US Armed Services, Reserve Corps of the US Armed Services and the Okla. National Guard
Electronic Transcript – Free Exchange Service Available!

The new electronic transcript exchange is available through Oklahoma’s student portal - OKcollegestart.  We are in the early stages of developing a transcript evaluation program using electronic transcripts for OKPromise seniors.  Ultimately we hope to reduce the amount of paper used, cut down on mailing costs and increase the speed in processing.  To participate in the electronic transcript exchange, please contact Sandy Love-Decker at sdecker@osrhe.edu .  To find out more, please visit http://www.okhighered.org/gearup/educators/transcript-exchange-system.shtml.

Questions about Which Courses Qualify

Please continue to be very careful about the courses intended to count for Oklahoma’s Promise, college admission and the ACE college preparatory/work-ready curriculum.  The allowable courses are very specific as described in the curriculum.  For more details, see the Course Guidelines at http://www.okhighered.org/student-center/jrhigh-highscl/course-guidelines.shtml.  There is also a link to the guidelines in the FAQ’s on the www.okpromise.org homepage.

Oklahoma’s Promise Contact Information

Remember the website……www.okpromise.org 

Oklahoma’s Promise
Barbara Fisher

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
(405) 225-9152

PO Box 108850


Oklahoma City, OK    73101-8850
Delia Gilbert



(405) 225-9147

OKPromise website:  www.okpromise.org
Lynn Dennis

E-mail:  okpromise@osrhe.edu
(405 225-9205

1-800-858-1840  (information hotline)


(405) 225-9152  (Oklahoma City local calling area)
Carol Alexander

FAX:  (405) 225-9230
(405) 225-9160

Task Force on Oklahoma’s Promise

Executive Summary of Recommendations 

Background:  SB 1038 of the 2008 session created the Task Force on Oklahoma’s Promise to review the family income requirements for participation in the program as well as the requirements for maintaining eligibility for the award in college.  The legislation called for the Task Force to present a report to the Governor and legislative leaders by December 31, 2008.

Dr. Glen D. Johnson, Chancellor for Higher Education, served as the Chair of the Task Force, which met on September 25, October 23, and November 12.  

Overall Goal of Oklahoma’s Promise:  The broadest goal of the Oklahoma’s Promise program is to increase the number of Oklahoma students who are successful in postsecondary education.  This goal is ultimately measured by the number of students earning college degrees.  The Task Force adopted the following recommendations to further this goal.

1.
The family income limit at the time of application in the 8th, 9th or 10th grade should be modified to be based on the parents’ federal Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) and should be further adjusted for family size.  Using federal income tax definitions, the parents’ Adjusted Gross Income minus the amount for exemptions would have to equal $50,000 or less.



Adjusted Gross Income
(IRS Form 1040, line 37; Form 1040A, line 21)



              -Minus Exemptions
(IRS Form 1040, line 42; Form 1040A, line 26)



Must Equal $50,000 or less

2.
A second income limit applied at the time the student enters college should be delayed at least until 2012-13 so that it does not unfairly penalize any students for which it was not a requirement at the time the student enrolled in the program in the 8th, 9th, or 10th grade.  

3.
The academic requirements for students to retain the Oklahoma’s Promise award in college should be based on the institutional requirements for the student to maintain academic eligibility and complete a college degree.

4.
A fundamental goal of higher education in Oklahoma is to raise the overall educational attainment levels of the state population.  One factor in this equation is the number of college graduates that remain in Oklahoma after graduation, including Oklahoma’s Promise graduates.  Data shows that recent Oklahoma’s Promise college graduates remain in Oklahoma at a higher rate than all resident college graduates.  The Task Force recommends that the Legislature examine the feasibility of a post-college residency requirement for students that receive the Oklahoma’s Promise award in college.  Any mandatory initiatives should be carefully considered to avoid adding complexity and administrative expense to the program.

Link to the IRS website and the 2008 1040 Federal tax return.

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040.pdf?portlet=3
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