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March 11, 2009
Dear Principals, Counselors, and Teachers:

Southwestern Oklahoma State University, in Weatherford, has received a grant from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to conduct three, one-week summer academies for high school students who will be entering their 10th, 11th, or 12th grade in the fall semester.  Our academy is “Oklahoma Giants – Exploring the Math, Science, Engineering, and Technology of Wind and Natural Gas Energy in Oklahoma.” 

The academy is seeking students who will benefit from an experience of connecting, applying, and exploring, through a hands on approach, the field of engineering and technology.  We plan to take an experiential journey into how innovation will help to shape Oklahoma’s future in wind and natural gas energy.  We only ask that the student is willing to fill his/her position if accepted into the camp.
Included with this letter is an academy poster and the academy application material.  Please note that each completed application must include a recommendation from the school principal or counselor and a recommendation from a Teacher. Please encourage students who might benefit from this experience to apply, and share this information any  teachers who might have eligible students.  Feel free to copy any material as needed.  I will be happy to send additional material upon request.  The academy dates are June 7 – 12, June 14 – 19, or June 21 – 26.  Students will be housed on the campus of SWOSU.  There is no cost to the student for room, board, or academy materials.
We are especially interested in good students, even though they may not have shown any previous interest in science, math, or technology.  A significant portion of the Academy will be devoted to motivational activities including laboratory exploration, field experiences, and discussion of career opportunities.

The success of our program depends upon contacting and recruiting students in our state.  Therefore, we are asking you to contact any student that you believe might benefit from this experience.   If you prefer, send us names of candidates so that we may contact them directly.

Thank you for your support of the academy and for your time and effort in helping your students find this activity.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 580-774-3164 or via e-mail at dick.kurtz@swosu.edu.

Application Form

Oklahoma Giants – Exploring the Math, Science, Engineering, & 

Technology of Wind and Natural Gas Energy in Oklahoma

Southwestern Oklahoma State University
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Provide information to all entries as completely as possible.  Please print or type for maximum legibility.  

2. Complete the top portion of the Principal’s/Counselor’s Recommendation Form, and then ask your Principal or Counselor to complete the rest of the form.  Be sure to include it with this application.

3. Complete the top portion of the Teacher’s Recommendation Form, and then ask a math, science, or technology teacher to complete the rest of the form.  Be sure to include it with this application.
______________________________________________     ( ) Female   ( ) Male

     Student's last name                               first                               middle initial

Residence:   _______________________________________________________________



Street and Number                                   City                           State         Zip          County

Mailing Address:   ________________________________________________________________



Street and Number or PO Box               City                           State         Zip     

[A response to the question below is optional.  Any information provided will be used for statistical purposes only.]

Race/Ethnic Classification (circle one):  African Amer/ Asian/ Hispanic/ Native American/ White  


If Native American, please indicate tribe:  ______________________

Date of Birth:  ________________

High School Grade Completed as of June 2009:  __________  Home Phone Number: _________

E-mail address:  ​  ____________________________

Father's Name: ________________________           Mother's Name:  ________________________

Father’s Address ______________________             Mother’s Address ______________________


                     _____________________


                   ______________________

High School:  ___________________________________________________




Name                                               Street                   City                              State          Zip

Do you usually make:

( All A’s
( A’s and B’s
( All B’s
( B’s and C’s

Principal's Name:  _________________       Phone Number:  ________________

Counselor's Name: ________________        Phone Number:  ________________
Math, Science, Technology Teacher's Name: ________________        


   


  Phone Number:  ________________

Science, Math, and Technology Courses taken or currently enrolled (indicate “C” for Completed and “E” for Enrolled):


General Science ____      Computer Science I ____ 
Computer Science II ____


Chemistry I ____  Chemistry II ____    Physics I ____    Physics II ____     Earth Science ____
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Biology I _____    Biology II _____     Anatomy  _____  HS Technology _____  MS Technology _____
           Algebra I _____     Algebra II _____     Geometry ____  Trig. ____   Calculus ____


Other: ________________________________________________________________________

Please rank your choice of dates for attendance at the Academy (if you cannot attend a session for other reasons, simply rank your choices for the ones you can attend):


________
June     7 – 12, 2009

________
June  14 – 19, 2009


________
June  21 – 26, 2009

Please list the other Academies you have applied to or been accepted for:

___________________________________________________________________

On a separate sheet, briefly describe your participation in math, science, and technology activities in and out of school (include clubs, science fairs, rallies, offices, workshops, seminars, etc.) and why you would like to attend this Summer Academy.
· I have included the completed application form.

· I have included a description of my math, science, and technology activities.

· I have included a recommendation form from my counselor or principal.
· I have included a recommendation form from a math, science, or technology teacher.
Return Completed Applications by May 15th to:  

Mr. Dick Kurtz, Director

Dept of Industrial & Engineering Technology

100 Campus Drive

Weatherford, OK 73096

Office Phone: 580-774-3164 
FAX: 580-774-7028

e-mail: dick.kurtz@swosu.edu
_____________________________                __________________



Signature of Applicant                                                    Date of Application

Principal/Counselor Recommendation Form

Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy

Name of Applicant:  ____________________________________________________

(Optional) I hereby waive my right of access to the material recorded below.
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______________________________
________________



Signature of Applicant


Date

________________________________________________________________________

To the Principal or Counselor:  May we please have your judgment of the candidate’s academic ability and level of maturity?  Do you regard this student as having the potential to succeed in math, science, engineering, or technology?

________________________________________________________________________

I would compare the applicant with other students at the same level as follows:

	 
	Exceptional (top 5%)
	Excellent (top 10%)
	Above Average (top 25%)
	Average

	Intellectual Ability
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Communication Skills
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Motivation
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Maturity
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Creativity
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dependability
	 
	 
	 
	 


Estimate of Student’s GPA __________  

Do you recommend this Student?   ( Yes     ( No

_________________________________________

__________________


Principal’s/Counselor’s Signature



  Date

_________________________________________

__________________


      Name (Typed or printed)




School

Teacher Recommendation Form
Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy

Name of Applicant:  ____________________________________________________

Subject(s) Taught by this Teacher: _________________________________________

(Optional) I hereby waive my right of access to the material recorded below.


______________________________
________________



Signature of Applicant


Date

________________________________________________________________________

To the Teacher:  May we please have your judgment of the candidate’s academic ability and level of maturity?  Do you regard this student as having the potential to succeed in math, science, engineering, or technology?

________________________________________________________________________

I would compare the applicant with other students at the same level as follows:

	 
	Exceptional (top 5%)
	Excellent (top 10%)
	Above Average (top 25%)
	Average

	Intellectual Ability
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Communication Skills
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Motivation
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Maturity
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Creativity
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dependability
	 
	 
	 
	 


Estimate of Student’s GPA __________  

Do you recommend this Student?   ( Yes     ( No

_________________________________________

__________________


Teacher’s Signature



  

Date

_________________________________________

__________________


Name (Typed or printed)




School

The Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy


Exploring the Math, Science, Engineering, &

Technology of Wind & 

Natural Gas Energy in Oklahoma

	What is It?

The Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy is a fun way to explore the math, science, and technology behind two of Oklahoma’s most valuable resources, wind and gas.  Using laboratory experience, field trips, and job shadowing, we will explore what kind of math, science, and technology is used everyday by many men and women as they produce energy for our nation.
	When is It?

The Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy will be offered three times during the summer of 2009:

June  7 – 12

June 14 – 19

June 21 – 26

	Who may Attend?

If you are entering the 10th, 11th, or 12th grade in the fall of 2009, have an interest in energy, you may apply for the summer academy.
	Where is it?

The Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy will take place on the campus of Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford, OK.  Located 70 miles west of Oklahoma City, SWOSU is in the heart of Oklahoma’s wind and gas energy industry.

	How much will it cost me?

The Oklahoma Giants Summer Academy pays for your room for four nights at Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford, OK and for all your meals.  Academy materials are also supplied.  You will need a few personal items and transportation to the campus.
	How do I Apply?

Get an application from your counselor or principal, download an application from: 

 http://faculty.swosu.edu/dick.kurtz/share/
                or send an e-mail to 

dick.kurtz@swosu.edu
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