MEMORANDUM


TO:	Superintendents 

FROM: 	State Superintendent Sandy Garrett
	Dr. Phil Berkenbile, State Director Career and Technology Education
	Mr. Danny Rennels, Executive Secretary Oklahoma Secondary Schools Activities Association 

DATE: 	November 6, 2008

SUBJECT: 	Suggested Guidelines for Ten Day (Class Period) Rule


The attached guidelines were reviewed and agreed upon by Mutual Consent and Agreement of the Department of Career and Technology Education, and the Oklahoma State Department of Education in consultation with the Oklahoma Secondary Schools Activities Association.

The Educational merit of co-curricular and extracurricular activities is recognized by the State Board of Education.  Co-curricular and extracurricular programs should provide opportunities for developing leadership ability and stimulate active participation of all students in appropriate school organization and community activities according to their aptitude and interest.

The criteria developed to justify exemption to attend an activity should be stringent enough that it supports the educational skills and competencies provided to the students in their classroom environment.

The sole purpose of these guidelines is to assist public schools with the development of local policy in regards to the “ten day rule.”  These criteria are not intended to be all encompassing, but rather foundational criteria for the schools to use in developing local policies.

If further clarification is needed, please call the Accreditation Division of the Oklahoma State Department of Education at (405) 521-3333.

Thank you.
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