SESSION SUMMARIES

Thursday, October 9th

Three-Part Keynote Address, Elisabeth Harney Sanders-Park
No One Is Unemployable!  

Creative Solutions for Overcoming Barriers to Employment
This challenging and inspiring address poses that “No One Is Unemployable!” then backs it up with hopeful, innovative, practical ideas and approaches that are proven to work with even the toughest clients. It will light a fire under new practitioners and refresh those who’ve been doing it a while! Delivered with a front-lines perspective your audience can relate to, and a keen understanding of the big picture, it will inspire and equip attendees to return to their work more effective and creative than ever. 

Motivating the Unmotivated:
Getting Them to Work For Themselves, Instead of Against You
It's their life . . . so why are you working harder at it than they are? Motivation is not something you can give you clients; you must draw from within them what compels them to invest in their own career. You’ll learn practical techniques and new approaches to discover and increase client motivation, and ensure that they remain motivated even when you are not in the room! 
Don’t Be So Nice! How to Say “the Hard Things” 



                         This presentation deals with tips on how to talk about difficult subjects - subjects that need to be addressed to help your client or student get a job. You’ll learn how to effectively, comfortably and respectfully discuss uncomfortable subjects like body odor, stinky breath, etc., and how to work with your client to resolve those issues.
Friday October 10th
Breakout Sessions:                                                                                                    (Each session is presented from 8:30 – 9:45 and is repeated from 10:00 – 11:15.)
Becoming Bicultural: Bridging the Gap between the Social & the Business Cultures, Elisabeth Harney Sanders-Park
The number one reason our candidates are not hired, not promoted and get fired, is because they do not understand and follow the rules of the business culture. Many do not even know the rules, and wrongly assume they are similar to the rules of their social culture. For our candidates to become self-sufficient, they must learn the business culture. Debra will share stories and techniques for building a bridge between the two worlds so your candidates can succeed in the business world. 

Credit: What You Need To Know, Kristi Chavez
This session will teach you how to work with clients to repair credit and build better credit.  Participants will also learn how to read a credit report and how to dispute credit reporting errors.  When so much personal information is available to prospective employers, landlords, and anyone else who wants to know, this session is a “must have” for just about everyone!  

Best Practices, Becky Conner and Denise North
This best practices session is actually two sessions in one!  

Becky Conner will present Help for Your Client: Understand What Employers Want in Today’s Job Market.  Help for the Client, isn’t that what we all do in one way or another?  This session will provide participants with practical, usable tips and pointers to help them help their clients, based on employers’ wants and needs.  This presentation will also incorporate some of the practical sides of Key Train and Work Keys and employers expectations.
The second part of this valuable “two-parter” is Transition to Work, presented by Denise North.  The transition from school to work is difficult for everyone but for the student with a disability it can be incredibly difficult.  A good working knowledge of what skills the student possesses and what the job requirements are critical elements of a successful transition for these individuals.  But what does a job placement specialist or teacher need to know to be able to better prepare the student to go to work.  This session will give you some tools to assist you assist your students. 

Closing Luncheon, Toody Byrd

Toody Byrd - teacher, counselor, author, motivational speaker – will share humorous stories from her former teaching and administrative career in Texas.  Her unique contribution to education and community life, as well as her humor and home-grown Texas wisdom, have made Toody a sought-after speaker in more than thirty-five states.  Her genuine love for people (especially young people) coupled with her extensive educational experiences truly make her a treasure!  

