DIGITAL PRAIRIE

Online statewide databases provided by the Oklahoma Department of Libraries

Open an Internet browser.  Then, at the URL or address bar, type in:

http://www.odl.state.ok.us/prairie/index.htm
This is the Oklahoma Department of Libraries’ Digital Prairie Web page.  You can link to EBSCO, SIRSDiscoverer and eLibrary, Books In Print, and several other databases, as well as the “Access and Contact Info” for each database.  Once you have the username and password for each database, you can share them with teachers and students for remote access.  



Books In Print

QUICK-GUIDE
On the opening page, click on Patron Books In Print.  From here, you can choose Fiction Connection, Fiction Room, Children’s Room, My Favorites, or What Year Were You Born?  You can also browse by subject or do a quick search.



1. Use Quick Search to search for titles, keywords, authors, or ISBN numbers.

Try a standard title like Tuesdays With Morrie. You can revise your search, start a new search, or save your search.  Select one of the records to see a full description.  The pale yellow bars across the top, give you some additional choices.
Why would I perform a Quick Search?

· It’s quick and easy

· No limits on the search
2. An Advanced Search allows more options.  On the Search Results page notice the three important buttons, “Revise Search”, “New Search”, and “Save My Search.”   The “Revise Search” allows you to add more limiters, so you don’t have to start over.  When limiting to a particular “Audience,” be careful – some books overlap age groups.  “Save My Search” allows you to create a list for “My Favorites”.  
To create a list, you will need to sign up for Bowker’s BIP Alert Service.  Then follow the instructions on the “Saved Search Wizard.”
Why would I perform an Advanced Search?

· Allows a more precise search

· To create a wish list
· To have BIP alert me of new titles based on my search criteria
· To search for forthcoming books

· Find out when your favorite author’s next book will be published

· Find out when your favorite book will be available in paperback or audio

3. Select “Click To Take A Tour” to get complete details on how to use Books In Print.
4. On the home page, find Fiction Connection to discover titles similar to those you already enjoy. 



· Choose a topic, genre, setting, character, location, or timeframe.
· Choose more limiters

· Find similar titles

5. Explore and Enjoy!
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