DIGITAL PRAIRIE
Online statewide databases provided by the Oklahoma Department of Libraries
Open an Internet browser.  Then, at the URL or address bar, type in:

http://www.odl.state.ok.us/prairie/index.htm
This is the Oklahoma Department of Libraries’ Digital Prairie Web page.  You can link to EBSCO, SIRSDiscoverer and eLibrary, Books In Print, and several other databases.  Contact your Library Media Specialist for the school’s username and password.
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EBSCO Online Databases

QUICK-GUIDE

1. The opening screen is often called the Profile page.  Several links are listed: Academic Libraries, School Libraries, Medical Libraries, Public Libraries, Kids Search, Searchasaurus, and Student Research Center. Select School Libraries.  
2. General information and help sheets are available at the upper right corner of the page.  Select “Help.”  Styles of Citation can be found here.  
3. All available databases through EBSCO are listed.  Select MAS Ultra - School Edition.  The tabs at the top of the screen and links under the Search bar are your guides to the functions that are available at all times during a search session.  Under the search bar, select “Preferences” to set the number of citations per screen.
4. The opening screen is a Basic Search.  Enter your search term.  (Try a basic term such as “Cloning.”)  The search results include:

List of articles

The number of hits 

A folder icon for adding selected articles to your folder
Compare results using these terms:  cloning, clone, clones, clon*

5. Notice on the left side of the page, you can choose the type of document to view.  

6. Notice the subject headings in the left margin.  Select an article to read or examine.  
7. To search a new term in the same database, use the New Search link in the blue toolbar at the top of the screen.  To try a new database, use the Choose Databases tab underneath the blue toolbar.

8. Try a new search.  Notice the “Search Options” underneath the box to type your search term.  This allows you to set limiters and expanders.  
9. Once you have an article you want to use, you may print, e-mail, save the article into a folder, and view the citation.  

To print: select the item you want to print.  Click the print button.  The Print Manager Window may appear.  If it doesn’t appear, go to File, then to Print.  To find out how many pages you are about to print, select Estimate number of pages link.

To e-mail the item to yourself, from the result list, select the item(s) you want to e-mail.  Click the e-mail button.  The E-mail Manager Window appears.  You can e-mail Articles or the contents of your folder.

10. You can search different ways for information.  To use the Advanced Search, select the Advanced Search tab.  In the Search Window, you can combine terms together on a single line, for example, “car or automobile.” In the advanced search mode, you can save your search history.
11. Note the lexile information available in the school databases.  Lexile refers to reading level.  
12. Try a search for maps and charts about a country.  Across the blue toolbar, select “More” to search for images. Select maps and other limiters of your choice.  Enter the name of a country and select Search. 
13. For information about a particular state use these search terms, Oklahoma and Our States.
14. Note that Middle Search Plus, Primary Search, and Topic Search are databases with age-appropriate resources (magazines, almanacs, etc.) 
15. The Professional Development Collection is designed for professional educators and provides a highly specialized collection of over 500 high quality education journals, including nearly 350 peer-reviewed titles.
16. You can browse the table of contents in individual issues of magazines.  Select Professional Development Collection.  In the blue bar across the top of the page, select “Publications.” Find the search bar and type the title of the magazine.  You may search individual issues by year.  Try searching the contents of these publications:

Educational Leadership
School Library Journal
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