Tips for teaching writing:

1.  Be VERY CLEAR with what you want.  Always give a handout for an example, and always show them what you are looking for when you grade their papers.

2. Show them a model of a very good sample (these should be handouts that are clearly labeled)
Use a student’s paper from a previous assignment or write one yourself (no names on papers)
Identify the parts that make that sample a good model
Point out organization, use of key terms, length and clarity of sentences
Have students pick out other important elements in that good sample that make it great

3.  Show them a model of a very bad sample (use handouts that are clearly labeled)
Again, no names on papers, and it is best NOT to use someone’s paper from that class  (this is very important)
Have the students compare the good sample to the bad.
Have students identify the parts that are missing or incorrect in the bad paper.
Discuss how to fix the bad paper to bring it up to proper standards

4.  Put them in teams of two to rewrite the bad sample so that it matches the good sample.

5. Discuss the revisions together.  


6. Have students help make a template of a good piece of writing and keep either a note card  or a piece of paper with the template or formula (for you science and math folks)

7.  Assign a writing assignment, and make sure they follow the template.


8.  Grade with a rubric.  It will save you a ton of time and if you always use the same one and go over it with the kids (supply them a copy).  It will save you time and make the grading process much more equal.  It will also eliminate the “Why did you give me a D?” argument. 

9. I would allow them to revise at least one assignment early on.  The whole point is to improve their writing, not punish them for ignorance in this area.  


	


