Planning for Your Future

Where will you be in August of the year you graduate from high school?  For some, that’s when it really hits that high school is over.  If you have not already made plans and taken the steps needed to get where you are going, you are already behind. If you are a procrastinator, the following scenarios show what you could encounter. 

PATHWAY

College



( Deadlines for financial aid and scholarships have passed.



( Classes will be chosen from what is left because enrollment started in March. 
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( You will have a waiting period for a basic training departure date.  



( You will have a waiting period for entrance into your chosen tech school.  

Technology Centers



( Programs have specific starting dates. 

( Admission is competitive and available once a year.

Job Market 



(  Seasonal.

(  Need to be well prepared. (e.g., resume and mock interviews).

Checklist for Grade 12

As you progress through high school, you may change your mind and narrow your options.  You may have one specific pathway in mind or you may be undecided. If you are undecided, you may want to explore and research all the pathways. Completing a Six-Year Plan of Study (four years of high school and two years of postsecondary school) could be thought of as your worksheet for life planning.  Refer to the Plan of Study, make revisions, and add information as you grow and change.  You will then have a plan of action for what you want to do after high school graduation.  

These pages can serve as guidelines to help you plan and consider options as you progress through high school.  Check with your counselor, teacher/advisor, and parents for more information.  
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12th Grade Checklist

(
Taking extra core courses will provide a better foundation for your future. 
(
By enrolling in an approved cooperative agreement program at a technology center, students can also receive college credit from participating higher education institutions. 

(
If you are interested in ROTC, remember the deadline is in November of your senior year. 

Applying for Scholarships

The choices you make and the activities you choose will have great impact on your scholarship opportunities.  Colleges are interested in more than just grades and test scores.  They look for students who are involved in school clubs and activities, and who make a contribution to their school and community in some way.  If you plan to go to college, seek out organizations to join and even run for office.  While building a better resume’ or application, you will meet others with interests similar to yours and have more fun while you are finishing high school.
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CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION/TECHNICAL SCHOOL/APPRENTICESHIPS
The Career and Technology program available at your local technology center prepares

students for the workforce and college at the same time. This is an excellent option for 

students who desire careers in technical areas.  Through this program, you may take 

courses that teach teamwork, communications, and other skills specifically demanded by 

the personnel people in industry.  Combined with career and technology courses, you 

may earn college credit for specific courses and have a jump-start in postsecondary 

training programs.  High school students may apply to attend Career and Technology 

programs in their district without charge the year prior to their 11th and/or 12th grade. 

Contact the technology center counselor for more information on which programs are 

available in your area.

Information about specific technical programs is available from several sources.  Libraries, career centers, counselors, relatives, career days/fairs, the Internet, and even the yellow pages can supply information on these programs.  Some careers have specific training that you acquire through a union and an apprenticeship program.  They usually require some kind of written test, which includes math, science, reading, and communication skills.  Pell grants and other forms of financial aid can usually be obtained for these programs.  Some programs even pay you while you are being trained.  As with other options, however, selection is usually competitive.  So your course selection in high school is important, as are the grades you make and the activities you choose along the way.

Sample of courses available at 29 technology center:
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources - Horticulture, Farm Equipment Repair, Welding, Veterinary Assisting

Architecture & Construction - AC, Heat and Refrigeration, Carpentry, Drafting CAD, Masonry, Plumbing

Arts, A/V Technology & Communications - Graphic and Video Production, Telecommunications, Commercial Art, Graphic Communication, Electronic Desktop Publishing

Business, Management & Administration - Business & Computer Technology, Help Desk Analysis, Business & Administrative Services, Accounting Services

Education & Training - Child Care

Finance - Accounting Services, Financial Services, Insurance Services

Government & Public Administration - Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement

Health Science - Health Science Technology, Health Careers Certification, Nursing Option, Dental Assisting, Medical Assisting    
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Hospitality & Tourism - Hospitality Careers I & II and Food Services I & II

Human Services - Child Care, Cosmetology, Health Science, Health Certifications

Information Technology - Business & Computer Technology, E-Commerce and Web Services, Information Services, Network Services                                                    

Law, Public Safety & Security - Criminal Justice, Law Enforcement, Firefighter Training, Emergency Medical Technician

Manufacturing - Drafting and CAD, CNC (Computer Numerical Control), Electronics, Precision Machining, Welding

Marketing, Sales & Service - Marketing Management, Fashion Merchandising, International Marketing

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics - Drafting and CAD, CNC (Computer Numerical Control), Electronics, Precision Machining   

Transportation, Distribution & Logistics - Auto Collision, Auto Service Technology, Aviation/Avionics or Aviation Mechanics, Diesel Service Technology, Heavy Equipment Repair


(Bolded items are career cluster titles.)
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MILITARY SERVICE

There are many options for military service.  Opportunities include college scholarships and G.I. 

Bill funding, as well as high-quality training for civilian as well as military jobs and careers.  

Recruiters are the best source of information on military options.  If you are interested, you 

should talk to several recruiters.  As with other post-high school choices, there are steps you

need to take to be qualified when you graduate.  Course selection for grades 9-12 is important.

The more math and science you take, the better off you will be.  

*****FOR ALL BRANCHES AND TYPES OF SERVICE you must pass a DRUG TEST and a law 

enforcement BACKGROUND CHECK.  Trouble you get into in high  school can eliminate any 

military possibilities for you later.

ROTC (College Scholarship Program)

_____Take the College Prep Curriculum

_____Maintain high grades

_____Do well on ACT/SAT (24-27 average acceptance)

_____Participate in student and community service activities

_____Accumulate contacts for recommendation letters

_____Pass physical exam

Full-Time Service (Active Duty)

_____Take as much math and science as possible

_____Take ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery)

_____Meet with more than one recruiter

_____Pass physical exam

National Guard/Reserve

_____Take as much math and science as possible

_____Take ASVAB

_____Meet with more than one recruiter

_____Pass physical exam
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COLLEGE (Two- or Four-year)

Colleges of interest:_______________________________________________________


Majors:_________________________________________________________________

(
Apply for admission to selected colleges (include the following)

http://collegeprep.okstate.edu/  Click on Pre-College for helpful hints such as choosing a college, campus visits, financial aid, dorm life, etc.


_____High School Transcript showing GPA & class rank w/ACT Scores

_____Resume of Honors/Awards/Offices/Activities

_____Recommendation Letters (Keep copies in your career file.)

_____Some applications require an essay.

(
Apply for Financial Aid

_____Pell Grant, Student Loans, Work Study, all federal programs and Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant (OTAG) http://okhighered.org/student-center/financial-aid/otag.shtml 

How?  FAFSA:  Free Application for Federal Student Aid Forms available in the counselor’s office or online at www.fafsa.ed.gov/   Register prior to January for your PIN that serves as your identifier for the FAFSA. www.pin.ed.gov 

When?  As soon as possible after January 1 of your senior year (Encourage parents to get taxes done early.)


_____College/Local Scholarship Programs


_____Technology Center local scholarships

____  “Next Step” Scholarship (CareerTech Scholarships) are available to recent high 


school 
graduates in most Oklahoma technology centers. 

_____Vocational Rehabilitation Services (for students with disabilities, including asthma,



vision, birth defects, disabling injuries, learning disabilities, and others)


_____Tribal Aid/Scholarship programs (contact Tribal Services)

In addition to scholarships, there are some very important sources of funding that every student should check into.

√
PELL GRANTS  
Every student should fill out a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) packet after January 1 of his/her senior year.  This is the form that qualifies you for grants, work-study, and student loan 

programs.  If your family qualifies for free or reduced fees on lunches at school, the chances are very good that you will also qualify.  Even if you don’t believe your family will qualify, you should complete an application.  Many colleges and some other funding programs (including Tribal programs) require a copy of your (SAR) Student Aid Report.  (SAR is the report you receive back from the FAFSA application as part of their application process.)  FAFSA may be completed online at www.fafsa.ed.gov/.
√
OTAG (Oklahoma Tuition Aid Grant) is included in the FAFSA application.  For this state-sponsored program, it is important to send the FAFSA application in early.  There is a limited amount of money available, and it is awarded on a first-come basis.  http://okhighered.org/student-center/financial-aid/otag.shtml
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      √
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES  

Any student who has a disability should check into Voc-Rehab for possible college funding and assistance.  If you have vision, hearing or speech problems;  orthopedic problems including serious injuries, surgeries, or birth defects; asthma; diabetes; or other medical problems or learning disabilities, you may qualify for assistance.  You can pick up a health survey form and find out more about Voc-Rehab in the counselor’s office.
College Course Selections
General Education Requirements, vary depending on selected major:

1 hour  
_____Freshman Orientation


5-6 hours
_____Humanities

9 hours

_____Freshman Composition 1

3 hours

_____College Algebra

            
_____Freshman Composition 2

             
_____Speech




4 hours

_____Health/PE
9 hours

_____Political Science/Government

4-6 hours
_____Electives
3-4 hours
_____General Physical Science, 

Chemistry, Physics, Geology, 

Astronomy, Earth Science, Biology
Major Courses

College catalogs for the college of your choice are available in the counselor’s office.  Oklahoma’s colleges and universities home page is available online at: http://okhighered.org/student-center/college-univ/ .

You should talk to advisors at the colleges to find out which courses you will need for specific college majors.  If you plan to transfer from a two-year to a four-year college at some point, you should obtain a TRANSFER GUIDE from your college advisor or the school to which you plan to transfer.  Transfer Guides list specific courses offered at institutions and how they may be counted at other schools.  Information and planning can save you money and time.

Most colleges also offer local advanced standing programs, which offer testing in academic and in 

technical courses for credit in areas where a student may already possess advanced knowledge 

and/or experience.  To find out about campus-specific advanced standing, contact the Assessment 

Office of your chosen college.
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WORK/CAREER FIELD

If you want to go directly to work but have more than one job or work area in mind, you may need to make copies of the “WORK” page checklist and do several.

Type of work  desired_________________________________________________________

Salary/Wage expected_________________________________________________________

Location____________________________________________________________________

Shift/Hours__________________________________________________________________

Preparations
_____1.  Knowledge about the job/company


   List:  Specific Skills Needed_____________________________________________

                                                             _____________________________________________

                                                             _____________________________________________


  Contact Person(s)______________________________________________________


  Application Procedure_____ Application

                                                  _____ Resume’

                                                  _____ Test(s)________________________________________

                                                   
        __________________________________________

                                                                    __________________________________________





  _____Interview


  Job Availability:  Yearly Openings_________________________________________




       Entry Jobs______________________________________________

                                                          _______________________________________________



Starting Salary/Wages______________________________________________



Promotion Procedures______________________________________________

                                                            ______________________________________________

_____2.  Pre-Application Preparation


    List:  High School/Tech Center courses____________________________________

                                                                                ____________________________________

                                                                                ____________________________________

                                                                                ____________________________________




Contacts/References__________________________________________

                                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                         Gain permission to use their name and address. 




Other Experience____________________________________________

                                                                ____________________________________________

                                                                 ____________________________________________
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organizations, activities, field trips, shadowing, internships, etc.)
