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Career Infusion

What Is Infusion?

•	 Infusion means, literally, “fold in.” It involves 
identifying the career concept to be taught 
and pairing it with the most appropriate 
academic vehicle in which to “fold in.”

Who Is Responsible?

•	 All teachers, counselors, and administrators 
are responsible; it takes a team approach.

Where Does It Fit?

•	 Infusion allows teachers to deliver necessary 
career development skills, while at the same 
time teaching basic academic skills. It enables 
a counselor to multiply the effectiveness of 
a comprehensive guidance and counseling 
program that reaches all students, without 
having to deliver all of the components 
personally. This approach demonstrates that 
career development is an integral part of the 
educational process and does not require an 
additional add-on program.

When Do I Include Infusion Activities?

•	 Infusion should happen when and where it is 
applicable. Match a career outcome with an 
applicable instructional outcome, and plan an 
activity that will accomplish both at the same 
time.

Following are examples of how career 
development competencies can be infused into 
academic subjects.

•	 Third-grade students orally expand a given 
sentence (e.g., “the pilot flew”) to tell how, 
when, where, and why.

•	 Advanced French students read a dialogue, 
in French, about the lifestyles of a fashion 
designer.

•	 In their art class, fifth-grade students draw 
their parents in situations at work and at 
home.

What Is the Criteria for Infusion?

•	 One (PASS) Priority Academic Student Skill.

•	 One Career Competency.

•	 The two are taught together.  
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Curriculum Infusion Example
Integrated curriculum means that participating instructors blend their content and best academic 
lessons with another discipline or subject area. Individual teachers can also integrate skills within 
their own disciplines by simply integrating a lesson, unit, or a sequence of courses. Integration 
involves identifying the career concept to be taught and pairing it with the most appropriate 
academic skills. Basically, take one career objective* and one subject objective and teach them 
together at the same time.

Construction
Tools and safety
Technology developments
Algebra tiles/manipulatives
Math-Algebra
Calculator use
Two-edge sword of relying
	 on calculators
Graphics calculator/LCD
*Algebra in technological
career fields

World History
Anthropological vs. scientific
*Change in the workforce
Geography — place and culture
Technology’s effect on social
	 order — causes and effects

Business
Research business workers
	 across eras
*Explore career field
Will you replace or
	 complement a computer?
Technological computer
Advances — causes and effects

Health
Diagnostic equipment
Technology vs. quality of life
Biogenetics
Causes and effect of new
	 technologies on future
	 health careers

Physical Sciences
Scientific method
Technology needed to perform
Scientific method
Laboratory safety
Measurements tools
Impact of new technology

Diesel Mechanics
Computerization
Replace or repair
Pollution
Introduction to tools and
	 safety

Drafting
Field measurements
*Use of technology in drafting
	 careers
Need for accuracy
Measurement tools and
	 technological 
	 developments

Language Arts
English I
Definition essay
HSCT connections
The Lorax
Ethics
Nonfiction
Editorials
Cause and effect essay

Theme:  The Two-
Edged Sword of

Technology

Source:  Developing Contextual Lessons Through Curriculum Integration
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You’re Hired

Intermediate students will write want ads for 
the primary students to respond to with letters 
of application.

Related Subject
 Language Arts

Grade Level
 Elementary

National Career Development Guidelines
 Goal ED1
 Attain educational achievement and 

performance levels needed to reach your 
personal and career goals. 

Materials/Supplies
 Paper
 Pen/pencil
 Bulletin board

Activities
 Request to work with a fifth-grade teacher on

this project.

 Have the older students write a want ad for 
a job and take it to the second/third grade 
classroom.

 Post these want ads on a bulletin board in 
the second/third-grade classrooms.
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Fractionally Speaking

Students will measure the dimensions of a 
room and calculate its perimeter and area. They 
will then discuss occupations in which precise 
measurements are important.

Related Subjects
 Math
 Information Literacy

Grade Level
 Elementary

National Career Development Guidelines
 Goal ED1
 Attain educational achievement and 

performance levels needed to reach your 
personal and career goals. 

Materials/Supplies
 Worksheet (developed by teacher)
 Pen/pencil
 Rulers

Activities
 Provide students with a blueprint of a 

rectangular room. Have students measure 
the sides of the rectangle and calculate the 
distance around the room. Make sure that 
measuring the sides of the room will require 
students to use fractions of an inch.

 Provide students with a blueprint of a square 
room.	(Use	the	same	directions	given	in	the	
above activity.)

 Check students’ work and then ask each 
student to draw a blueprint, labeling the 
measurements and determining the distance 
around the room.

 Discuss jobs that require the ability to work 
with fractions. (Examples might include 
homemakers, sales clerks, cooks, mechanics, 
pilots, truck drivers, doctors, nurses, 
builders, decorators, etc.)

Evaluation
 Evaluation of student performance will 

include correct measurements, computation 
of perimeters, creation of blueprint, and 
participation in class discussion.

Lessons located in Career Development Activities,
Elementary Level  CS1100
Order by calling 1-800-654-4502


