
Your average earnings with less 
than a high school degree will be 
$465/week, or $1,860/month, or 
$22,320/year.
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2009

Many jobs pay minimum wage 
of $7.25/hour, or $290/week, or 
$1,160/month, or $13,920/year.

Your lost earnings will total $160/
week, or $640/month, or $7,680/
year.

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Fourth Quarter, 2008

You have a greater risk of being 
on public assistance.

There is a possibility according 
to Education and Correctional 
Populations, that 75 percent 
of state prison inmates neither 
graduated from high school nor 
earned a GED.

Bureau of Justice, 2000

Lower wages cause you to spend 
long hours working part-time or 
full-time jobs.

You cannot enlist into the 
military service.

Sixty percent of dropouts go back 
to get a diploma or GED, but less 
than 10 percent of those dropouts 
who enroll in postsecondary 
education earn a degree.

Jobs for the Future, 2006
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Your average earnings will be 
$619/week, or $2,476/month, 
or $29,712/year if you are 
making $15.48 an hour.

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Many jobs pay minimum wage 
of $7.25/hour, or $290/week, 
or $1,160/month, or $13,920/
year.

Your earnings will total $160/
week, or $640/month, or 
$7,680/year more than a 
dropout.	

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,  
Fourth Quarter, 2008

Your unemployment rate is 
5.7 percent compared to 9.0 
percent for a high school 
dropout.
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2008

A college graduate will earn 
almost $31,488 more per year 
than the high school dropout.

U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Fourth Quarter, 2008

You can enlist in the military.

You are one in the 77 percent  
of Oklahoma students to 
graduate from high school.

National Center for 
Educational Statistics, 2005
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Career and Academic Connections
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resources_products/classroom/
highschool.htm
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