The Ability Advisor
“Focusing on Student Abilities”
The Month Of: 

January, 2009  
Quote of the Month:

        "Whatever your grade or position, if you know how and when to speak, and when to remain silent, your chances of real success are proportionately increased.” 
— Ralph C. Smedley, American founder of Toastmasters International (1878-1965)
Upcoming Events:
· January 5th – Registration for Mid Year update is closed. You can register before that date at the site listed below.  There is a $ 20 registration fee. 
http://icat.okcareertech.org/cgi-bin/WebObjects/OKCT.woa/wa/room?id=H8egF&amp;bid=12084
· January 9th – Special Needs Division of OkACTE Officer Meeting – Ardmore, Oklahoma at Southern Oklahoma Technology Center. In the event of bad weather the date will change to January 16th.
· January 14th – Midyear Update training at Metro Technology Center.
· January 19th – Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
· January 22nd – Career Tech Administrative Council (CTAC) meeting

· February 16th – Presidents Day.
Reminders:
· The Guidance Division of the Oklahoma Department of CareerTech has changed its name. We are now Career and Academic Connections and you can find our website at http://www.okcareertech.org/cac/
Word of the Month:
gimcrack \JIM-krak\, noun:
1. A showy but useless or worthless object; a gewgaw. 

adjective:
1. Tastelessly showy; cheap; gaudy. 

And as for coincidences in books -- there's something cheap and sentimental about the device; it can't help always seeming aesthetically gimcrack.
-- Peter Brooks, "Obsessed with the Hermit of Croisset", New York Times, March 10, 1985

Useless Fact of the Month:
Abe Silverstein, who headed NASA's Space Flight Development Program, proposed the name Apollo for the space exploration programs in the 1960's. He chose that legendary Greek name because the virile Apollo was a god who rode through the skies in a magnificent golden chariot. The precedent of naming manned spacecraft for mythological gods had been set earlier with Project Mercury, also named by Silverstein. http://www.angelfire.com/ca6/uselessfacts/ 
Resources for Educators:
Special Education
· Grades are due for students in the Technology Centers. It may be a good idea to check the progress of students with special needs who are enrolled in Career Majors before the end of the semester.  If a student with special needs is failing you should refer to the Special Education Policy and Procedure Manual available online at http://se.sde.state.ok.us/ses/  or   http://se.sde.state.ok.us/ses/Compliance/Policies_and_ProceduresForSpecialEducation_2007.pdf  or give me an e-mail and I will send you a paper copy. I have a few copies left so act quickly. kgoff@okcareertech.org
Academics
· I was sent a copy of “Effective Mathematics Instruction” that was published by the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY). I have attached the article.  It is a very interesting article and gives several strategies for working with student who have disabilities in the math classroom.  
Assessment
· There has been one change to the Ability to Benefit (ATB) approved test list.  I have attached the complete list of ATB approved assessments for the 0809 school year. The only change is that WorkKeys will no longer support the assessment being used for ATB. This is a decision that WorkKeys has made effective September 1st 2008. If you are currently using WorkKeys for ATB you need to begin using an alliterate assessment. 
If you have any questions or need assistance feel free to contact me.
Kahle Goff

Disability Services Specialist

Oklahoma Department of CareerTech

1500 W. 7th
Stillwater, OK 74074

kgoff@okcareertech.org
Office: (405) 743-5138 
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