The Ability Advisor
“Focusing on Student Abilities”
The Month Of: 

February, 2009  
Quote of the Month:

· "Education would be much more effective if its purpose was to ensure that by the time they leave school every boy and girl should know how much they do not know, and be imbued with a lifelong desire to know it.” 
William Haley
Upcoming Events:
· February 3rd & 4th – Oklahoma Federation of the Council for Exceptional Children – Annual OFCED Conference. For more information please go to the following website http://www.oklahomacec.com/ .
· February 12th – Visual Supports “Make it / Take it” workshop, see attached information for registration. 

· February 12th or 13th – “Closing the Achievement Gap” Two presentation s at different locations Tulsa on the 12th and OKC on the 13th. Registration required. See attached form. 

· February 16th – Presidents Day.
· March 2nd & 3rd – “2009 Governors Conference on Development Disabilities” see attached information or click here http://register.oucpm.org/ddsd2009gov/ .
· March 3rd – Counselor Conference – Moore Norman Technology Center South Penn Campus. Register at http://sde.state.ok.us/Services/Conference/default.html .
· March 3rd & 4th – “Supporting Children with Autism” workshop, see attached information for registration.

· March 7th – Down Syndrome – “Reaching Across the Plains Conference”. For more information see the attached document or go to http://www.dsaco.org/news.html 
· March 12th – Disability Services Provider Fair – Shepherd Mall in OKC. For more information you can contact the Oklahoma Office of Disability Concern. http://www.odc.ok.gov/index.html .
· March 24th & 25th – Oklahoma APSE Conference. For more information see the attached registration form. Or go to http://www.ok-apse.org/ .
· March 26th – Regional Transition Meeting -  More information will be available on next month’s Ability Advisor
Reminders:
· Save the Date - Oklahoma Association on Higher Education and Disability (OK-AHEAD) Spring Conference is coming up on April 6th & 7th at Francis Tuttle Technology Center Reno Campus. You can find out more information about the conference by going to the OK-AHEAD web site http://www.ok-ahead.org/index.html I will be sending out more information very soon. 

· Nominations for Awards for Ok-ACTE ESSP (Special Needs) Division need to be made by February 15th 2009. The original cutoff date was the middle of January. Unfortunately we have not received any nominations for awards at this time.   To nominate yourself or someone else please submit an award nomination form, resume’, and a short biography by February 15th. These items should be sent to the ESSP Awards Chair James Byrd at 

Mid America Technology Center

James Byrd 

PO Box H

Wayne, OK  73095-0210

405-449-3391 x 294

Fax:  405-449-7321

jbyrd@matech.org 

You can find information about the awards process by going to the web site,  http://www.okacte.org/awards_overview.htm .
Word of the Month:
· garrulous \GAIR-uh-lus; GAIR-yuh-\, adjective:
 http://dictionary.reference.com/
1. Talking much, especially about commonplace or trivial things; talkative.
2. Wordy.
Crammed with gossip, anecdotes, and confessions . . ., his garrulous, untidy narratives read like a good novel.

James Atlas, "A Modern Whitman", The Atlantic, December 1984 
Useless Fact of the Month:
· The final resting-place for Dr. Eugene Shoemaker - the Moon. The famed U.S. Geological Survey astronomer, trained the Apollo astronauts about craters, but never made it into space. Mr. Shoemaker had wanted to be an astronaut but was rejected because of a medical problem. His ashes were placed on board the Lunar Prospector spacecraft before it was launched on January 6, 1998. NASA crashed the probe into a crater on the moon in an attempt to learn if there is water on the moon. http://www.angelfire.com/ca6/uselessfacts/ 
Resources for Educators:
Special Education
· The Americans with Disabilities Act ADA has recently been reauthorized. The new law the "ADA Amendments Act of 2008, which clarifies and broadens the definition of disability and expands the population eligible for protections under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.” For specifics on this topic you can go to the web site http://www.ada.gov/ . If you would like more information on accessible design you can find materials at the web site http://www.ada.gov/stdspdf.htm .
Academics
· I found the following article on the SREB Southern Region Education Board Web Site.  The article “Reading and Writing Are Essential Skills for All Educational and Career Pathways” is a description of programs from across the nation that has improved student literacy skills. If you are looking for ideas to improve literacy at your school you may find ideas in this article.  The article is attached to the e-mail or you can go to the website listed to read the article.  http://www.sreb.org/publications/2008/newsletters/08V25w_BestPractices_ReadingWriting_Skills.pdf
· Here is a good video you may want to use to inform students why they need to study and do homework. The video is very enlightening.  This is the latest “Did You Know” video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpEnFwiqdx8
Assessment
· I have attached an article from the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY) to this e-mail; the article is titled “Assessment and Accommodations”http://www.nichcy.org/InformationResources/Documents/NICHCY%20PUBS/NICHCY_EE_Accommodations.pdf . The article discusses the need for accommodations and appropriate accommodations on assessments. This article gives resources for identifying the best assessment accommodations for students’ with disabilities. In addition to this article, another resource for accommodations is the Job Accommodation Network (JAN) http://www.jan.wvu.edu/ .
If you have any questions or need assistance feel free to contact me.
Kahle Goff

Disability Services Specialist

Oklahoma Department of CareerTech

1500 W. 7th
Stillwater, OK 74074

kgoff@okcareertech.org
Office: (405) 743-5138 
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