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November 28, 2006

MEMORANDUM

To:  

Technology Center Student Service Staff

From:
 
Denise North 

Disabilities Services Specialist

Subject:
Guidelines for Students with Special Needs and Academic Credit

1. Math or science academic credit for sophomore students on IEPs at a tech center cannot be granted unless they are participating in a “focused field of study” (e.g. an academy like pre-engineering) [Citation: SB 1271].  The teacher for the course offering academic instruction must meet highly qualified teacher criteria according to NCLB and IDEA 04.

2. If math or science credit is to be granted for junior and senior students on IEPs at a technology center, the teacher of record for that academic credit must meet highly qualified teacher criteria according to NCLB and IDEA 04. 

3. At this date, the option exists for the occupational teacher to teach contextual math or science within the occupational program if the PASS standards are met and the academic content to be taught is clearly delineated on the current IEP.  However, there are several requirements that must be met for this option to be implemented.  Serious consideration should be given to the ramifications if this option is chosen.  The following requirements apply for this option to be implemented:  

a. The occupational teacher must meet NCLB highly qualified requirements no later than the end of the 2005-2006 school year in the academic subject area for which credit is being transcripted.

b. If teachers of core academic subjects do not meet NCLB criteria for highly qualified, beginning the 2006-2007 school year, each Local Educational Agency (LEA), with the assistance of the technology center, must develop a plan that describes actions that will be taken to assist occupational teachers in meeting the “highly qualified teacher” requirement for the academic subject area.

c. Each teacher who has not yet met the NCLB highly qualified requirements in the academic subject area must develop a plan that includes:
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i. Specific activities that will be completed by the teacher to reach highly qualified status by the most efficient options

ii. Specific actions to be taken by the LEA to facilitate the process

iii. Specific financial assistance and/or other support that will be provided by the LEA 

d. The LEA must notify parents of Title I students that they have the right to request and receive information on the professional qualifications of their children’s teachers and paraprofessionals.  A second notice requirement is that the LEA notifies parents of students on a timely basis if their child is assigned, or taught by a teacher who is not highly qualified for four or more consecutive weeks.  The Oklahoma State Department of Education Office of Standards and Curriculum requires a copy of the letter that is sent to parents to be filed in their office.

e. The LEA is required to include information on percent of highly qualified teachers on staff on their report card. 

4. The individual needs and abilities of students on IEPs should be considered carefully before placement in a math or science class at the technology center.

5. Although some online courses are available, these are usually not good options for student on IEPs.  As stated above, you will need to consider their needs and abilities and the provisions delineated in the student’s IEP.
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