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TO:
District Superintendents and Site Principals

FROM:
Norma Noble, Deputy Secretary of Commerce for Workforce Development 

SUBJECT:
EOI Alternate Assessments/Remediation and Use of KeyTrain Tool  

In an effort to provide school districts and most importantly high school students with a variety of opportunities to meet the Achieving Classroom Excellence Act (ACE) EOI requirements for high school graduation, we want to inform you about the following opportunity.

Oklahoma has a tremendous opportunity to obtain a statewide KeyTrain license at a significantly reduced cost.  A statewide license would make this tool available to every middle school, high school and college student in Oklahoma.   In addition, it would be available to every adult to help them improve their skill levels and become work ready.  KeyTrain is part of the Governor’s Council for Workforce and Economic Development’s Career Readiness initiative.  As part of this initiative, the Department of Commerce and other state entities, including Career Tech, have already invested in KeyTrain.  When the state reaches a certain number of licenses, KeyTrain will make their software available to all Oklahomans as a statewide license initiative pilot project.

KeyTrain is an on-line, self-paced learning tool that prepares students for the WorkKeys assessments.  WorkKeys assessments are approved by the Oklahoma State Board of Education as alternate EOI assessments for Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, English II and English III.  KeyTrain is the exclusive level 1 curriculum meeting ACT standards for WorkKeys curriculum for all WorkKeys skill areas.  Level 1 publisher’s courses meet ACT’s standards for quality and are termed compliant courses.  Because KeyTrain is used to help students with remediation and to help them meet EOI requirements, many high schools have purchased it or are considering purchasing at regular price.  Now, the opportunity for high schools is as follows:


If 200 high schools commit to purchase (and purchase) KeyTrain at a drastically reduced price of $2,500.00, KeyTrain will make their software available to all Oklahomans.  The reduced price is only valid if 200 schools do in fact purchase by April 1, 2011.  

FUNDING:  According to the OSDE, when KeyTrain is used to help with the EOI testing preparation, the requisite KeyTrain licenses may be purchased with ACE Remediation funds. 
WHY ARE WE ASKING HIGH SCHOOLS TO DO THIS?

1. The Department of Commerce and others have already invested significantly in purchasing licenses for the state’s Career Readiness Certificate program which is also based on WorkKeys

2. Many high schools who do not have KeyTrain are already considering purchasing it at full price

3. This would provide high schools with a significantly reduced price

4. These high school licenses, combined with other licenses would get the state to a threshold where KeyTrain would simply make the tool available to all citizens. Your purchase of a KeyTrain license would help Oklahoma meet this goal. 

If you have any questions about KeyTrain or the WorkKeys assessments, feel free to contact Susan Kuzmic at (405) 809-3581 or email at skuzm@okcareertech.org.   If you have questions about ACE remediation requirements or use of ACE funds, contact Kerri White at the OSDE at (405) 522-8618 or email at kerri_white@sde.state.ok.us.  For information on obtaining a KeyTrain license, contact Stan Brodka or Sheila Boyington at 1-877-842-6205 or visit www.keytrain.com.
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