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Gateway To Technology

Oklahoma Career and Technology Education supports school improvement efforts aimed at middle school transitions and increasing academic rigor and student achievement.  The Gateway to Technology (GTT) curriculum provides project-based learning for the full-range of students in grades seven and eight classrooms. The curriculum relates technology to students’ daily lives and promotes communication and collaboration by emphasizing a teaming approach in the instructional units.  GTT incorporates the national standards of the following professional organizations in the content of its program:

· The National Academy of Sciences;

· The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics; 

· The International Technology Education Association; and

· The National Council of Teachers of English.

Guidance & Advisement

Guidance and counseling programs must offer students strategies to clearly define career pathways for opportunities to prepare them for high-wage, high-skill, and high-demand occupations.  For students to successfully progress through the educational system to succeed in the workforce, more intensive guidance and counseling services are needed to help students improve their career and postsecondary readiness rate.  

High Growth and Emerging Technologies - New
(Formerly Career Academies and Priority Careers)

The Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education supports the development and implementation of high-tech, high-wage Career Academies, Career Major or relevant activities that support and align with local, state, and national industry’s existing and emerging workforce needs.    The Career Academies, Career Majors or relevant activities should embrace rigorous academic and technical learning activities.  

Mentoring for Underrepresented Students (GirlTech)

Oklahoma Career and Technology Education encourages school improvement efforts aimed at the development and implementation of a mentoring program for under-represented students.  The mentoring program is designed to assist under-represented students in meeting the standards and preparation for science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and high-skill, high-wage, or high-demand occupations in current or emerging professions critical to the state’s economic vitality and growth.
Summer Bridge Program

Oklahoma Career and Technology Education supports school improvement initiatives aimed at the development and implementation of Summer Bridge Programs to help entering ninth-graders who need additional instruction to succeed in high school.  The Summer Bridge Programs should use classes or programs that are short-term and fast-paced with reading or mathematics improvement as the main thrust of the program.  Students should be pre-tested to help determine main areas of need and post- tested at the end of instruction.  In addition to academics, students should also receive guidance and counseling in self-esteem, study skills, coping skills, communication skills, anger management and personal responsibility.

Tech-Now

Oklahoma Career and Technology supports the implementation of Tech-Now programs for students with varying types of disabilities to explore careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).   Tech-Now, Inc. is an organization whose purpose is to implement statewide High School/High Tech (HS/HT) programs under the financial sponsorship and guidelines of the U. S. Department of Labor and the Oklahoma State Department of Education. Additionally, Tech-Now provides an opportunity for students to acquire real-world technical skills through a rigorous, interactive, multi-media curriculum; develop long term relationships with caring, motivated adults; and prepare themselves for postsecondary education and, ultimately, careers. The curriculum presents a major shift in the way schools implement transition programs as it provides students with transferable skill sets that will help them gain meaningful employment and become productive members of society. 

Postsecondary Transitions
Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education supports school improvement efforts aimed at increasing the number of Oklahoma students who pursue and complete post-secondary credentials, licensure and degrees, that are critical to the state’s economic vitality and growth.  The goal of the Post-Secondary Transition Grant is to provide funding for the development and implementation of a climate for postsecondary success by:

1. Helping students create a vision for their future

2. Holding all students to common college readiness standards

3. Providing secondary to post secondary transition support

4. Reducing college remediation rate for CTE students

5. Increasing college going rate for CTE students in high-skill, high-wage degree areas

6. Engaging CTE students in rigorous academic and technical courses

7. Increasing family participation in students academic and career preparation

